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The Wentworth Group welcomes the final report of the independent review of the Australian Carbon Credit 
Units0F

1 released last week, led by former Chief Scientist, Prof Ian Chubb. 

We are pleased to see that many of the 16 recommendations in the report reflected the key principles put 
forward in our submission to the review panel.1F

2 

In particular, we welcome the recommendation to amend the legislation to maximise transparency, data 
access and data sharing.  

Greater transparency was a key solution we identified for restoring integrity in the carbon market, specifically 
the need for published data showing that changed management practices are resulting in the additional 
carbon sequestration across carbon estimation areas, including in those landscapes where specific papers had 
highlighted challenges and uncertainties. 

We also welcome several recommendations which will help ensure that carbon abatement is real, additional 
and unlikely to occur in the ordinary course of events. We are also pleased to see that direct measurement of 
carbon abatement will be considered in addition to modelled estimates. 

The Federal Government has agreed to adopt in principle all 16 recommendations of the Chubb report.2F

3 This is 
a major step forward and will facilitate greater trust and confidence in scheme arrangements. 

In addition to the Chubb review recommendations, we encourage Federal and State governments to improve 
current land-clearing controls and explore other approaches to help prevent indirect and direct leakage as 
described in our submission (Principle 6). 

In our submission, we highlighted the risk of over-crediting of carbon credits under the Human-Induced 
Regeneration method and put forward key principles to mitigate this risk. We welcome Chubb’s conclusion 
that the integrity of the scheme would be strengthened by requiring that sequestration offsets projects should 
provide for adjustments to take account of significant cyclical variations (i.e. due to climate variability). 

We did not draw any definitive conclusions as to whether over-crediting had actually occurred or about the 
integrity of existing carbon credits because the evidence to draw such a conclusion was not publicly available.  

We note that the panel concluded the scheme was “essentially sound” and did not hold the view that the level 
of abatement had been overstated. Going forward, the Chubb panel’s recommendations for increased 
transparency is critical as it will enable the evidence for individual projects to be made publicly available. 

As an independent group of experts, we welcome the opportunity to continue to apply best available scientific 
evidence and knowledge to help provide a pathway forward to restore integrity in the carbon market and 
improve the health of landscapes in a changing climate. 

 
1Chubb, I., Bennett, A., Gorring, A., Hatfield-Dodds, S., 2022, Independent Review of ACCUs, Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water, Canberra, December. CC BY 4.0. Available at: www.dcceew.gov.au/publications  
2Wentworth Group, 2022, Wentworth Group submission to the Independent Review of ACCUs, Available at: 
www.wentworthgroup.org/2022/10/submission-to-independent-review-of-accus/  
3Australian Government, 2023, Australian Government response to the Independent Review of Australian Carbon Credit Units. Available at 
www.dcceew.gov.au/about/reporting/obligations/government-responses/independent-review-accus 
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