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The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft 

Native Fish Strategy. This document is a high level framework to guide investment and implement 

priority actions. 

Over 60 species of native fish live in the Murray-Darling Basin from its headwaters to the sea.1 Many 

of these species are endemic to Australia, with some existing only in the Murray–Darling Basin. The 

status of native fish in the Murray-Darling Basin has declined in the past two decades and almost half 

of the Basin’s freshwater species/populations are now considered threatened under national or 

state lists.1 Climate change will continue to exacerbate current threats to native fish with severe 

impacts including reduced species richness and local extinctions.2 

Given the declining status of fish in the Murray-Darling Basin, a Basin-wide native fish strategy is 

urgently needed to coordinate protection and restoration efforts. We endorse the overarching 

principles and priorities set out in the draft strategy. We would also recommend including or 

expanding on following elements within the draft strategy: 

 Need for clear estimates of reference condition in addition to baseline estimates of 
condition, as the basis for understanding changes in the condition of fish species. 

 Inclusion of quantified operational targets at species and community levels that align with 
the Basin Plan and Water Act objectives, and likely timelines for their achievement under 
water availability and climate change scenarios. 

 Understanding of whether the environmental water recovered under the Basin Plan is 
sufficient to meet these targets, and the object of the Act to ‘protect, restore and provide 
for the ecological values and ecosystem services of the Murray-Darling Basin’; and 

 Commitment to regular monitoring and measurement of native fish condition, and the use 
of environmental accounts as a framework for understanding and communicating changes in 
fish condition over time.3 

What is needed now is a commitment by all Basin jurisdictions to support the implementation of the 
agreed strategy including funding for an initial set of actions and a long-term monitoring program. 
Such coordinated long-term efforts have the potential to improve fish condition in a changing 
climate, and in doing so, provide a range of important social and economic benefits including 
increased employment, tourism, recreation and cultural heritage in regional areas of the Murray-
Darling Basin. 
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